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Part I: Roots of Conflict (1h 15m): Korea today; North vs South; 
economic realities; geography; Treaty of Portsmouth; Japan 1910; 
Potsdam; Hiroshima; Russian invasion; Yo Un Huong; 1st president 
Syngman Rhee; Kim Il Sung; Stalin and Mao; the 38th Parallel; 
Acheson; invasion of the South; MacArthur reacts; Truman; Pusan 
Perimeter; Johnny Walker; Fall of Taejon; the Naktong; Inchon;  
 

 
Part II: MacArthur Heads to the Yalu: (1h 15m) The Cold War 
begins; McCarthy; Mao; China crosses the Yalu; Walker heads North; 
bombing the Yalu bridges; bugles of war; defeat at Yusan; retreat 
from Kunu-ri; ambush at The Gauntlet; Paul Freeman at Anjou; Ned 
Almond; O.P. Smith at the Chosin Resevoir; last stand at Fox Hill; 
retreat from Yudam-ni; bridge at Koto-ri; evacuation at Hungnam 
 

 
Part III: Ridgeway Takes Command (1h 15m): Ridgeway; China 
crosses the 38th; evacuation of Soeul; 5 battles of Soeul; Wonju;    
the Twin Tunnels; Chip Yong-ni; Montclair-the French Foreign 
Legion; Chinese withdrawal; the Wonjon Shoot; MacArthur’   
removal of MacArthur; farewell; peace talks; the Punchbowl; Battle 
of Heartbreak Ridge; P’anmunjom: Pork Chop Hill; Armistice 
 

Part IV: The Lasting Impact (1h 15m): Militarization of the DMZ; NK 
presidents (4); SK presidents (11);  Eisenhower; death of Stalin; 
Battle of Kumsong; overthrown of Syngman Rhee; Park Chung Hee; 
Dien Bien Phu: John Foster Dulles; Ike’s Military Industrial Complex; 
JFK; Blue House raid; Pueblo; Kissinger to China; axe murders; 
Kwangju; KAL flight 858; Korean Olympics; going nuclear;  
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Richard S. Sperry is the founder and CEO of American history 
website, History 500.com. A 1968 graduate of Yale University, 
he was in NROTC, and an American and Asian history major 
(Japan and China). Lt Sperry served in the Carribean aboard 
the USS Waldo County (LST-1163) and in Vietnam aboard the 

aircraft carrier USS Ranger (CVA-61) as Weapons Officer and OOD.  

Professional: Mr Sperry received his MBA from the BU School of Management and entered 

marketing and advertising in Boston, MA before joining the Cable Television industry with 
Continental Cablevision (corporate). From 1986 to 2012 he was VP Marketing for Comcast 
(corporate)  in Philadelphia. 

Military and Civic: Mr Sperry is a member of the Naval Order of the United States, Military 

Order of Foreign Wars, Secretary - Society of the War of 1812, PA Society of the Sons of the 
Revolution,  British Officers Club, American Legion, Navy League of Philadelphia, prior President 
(current board) of the Seamens’ Church, Philadelphia, prior Treasurer (current board) of the 
Lincoln Society (New Haven, CT), and board, City Year (Philadlephia)  

About History 500.com: History 500.com is a members-only, subscription-based website 

($100 lifetime) with recommendations on roughly 500 books covering the span of American 
history, including World Wars I and II, with helpful timelines and links to major historical sites   

Available Lecture Series: Mr Sperry has developed and taught 3 courses available to 

interested students either in person or remotely online via internet service provider “Zoom”. 

- World War II – Pacific – 6 classes 
- Korean War – 4 classes 
- War of 1812 – 4 classes 
 

All courses use PowerPoint and class discussion with selected light reading.  Course 
configuration is variable and may be taught in modules.  All enrolled students receive a free 
lifetime subscription to History 500 (normally $100). 
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