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Part I: Madison’s Starts a War: The world in 1812. Britain vs Napoleon. 
British naval might; Federalists vs Republicans; the Battle of Fallen 
Timbers; The issue of impressment; Chesapeake-Leopard affair; 
Jefferson’s embargo; The War Hawks; Battle of Tippecanoe; Madison’s 
war declaration; Battles of Detroit, Niagara frontier; Dearborn Massacre; 
River Raisin; “Old Ironsides” 
 
  

 
Part II: “Don’t Give Up the Ship”: Unites States vs Macedonian; Constitution vs 
Java; invasion at York; Zebulon Pike; Battle of Fort George; Battle of the Beaver 
Dams; Laura Secord; James Lawrence – “Don’t Give Up the Ship”; Chesapeake vs 
Shannon; Battle of Lake Erie; Fort Mims Massacre; Andrew Jackson; Battle of  
Horseshoe Bend; Siege of Fort Meigs; Fort Stephenson; Battle of the Thames; 
Death of Tecumseh; Battle of Crysler’s Farm; burning of Newark; 

 

 
Part III: The British Lion Fully Engaged:  The British blockade; David Porter and 
the Essex; Canada 1814; the burning of Port Dover; Winfield Scott; Battle of 
Chippewa; Battle of Lundy’s Lane; explosion at Fort Erie; Captain Thomas 
MacDonough; Battle of Lake Champlain (Plattsburg); Alexander Cochrane; 
coastal raids – Virginia, Maine, CT; Radm George Cockburn; Cdre Joshua Barney; 
Gunboats on the Chesapeake; invasion on the  Patuxent; the burning of 
Washington; Dolly Madison saves a painting 
 
 

     
Part IV: The Dawn’s Early Light:  the Patapsco River; attack at North Point; 
death of Robert Ross; Battle of Fort McHenry; Francis Scott Key; the Star 
Spangled Banner; the Treaty of Ghent; Andrew Jackson; the capture of 
Pensacola; Pirate Jean LaFitte; setting the trap; the Battle of New Orleans; 
death of Gen Packenham; HMS Favorite arrives in NYC; war’s e 
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Richard S. Sperry is the founder and CEO of American history 
website, History 500.com. A 1968 graduate of Yale 
University, he was in NROTC, and an American history major  
Lt Sperry served in the Carribean aboard the USS Waldo 
County (LST-1163) and in Vietnam aboard the aircraft carrier 
USS Ranger (CVA-61) as Weapons Officer and OOD.  

 

Professional: Mr Sperry received his MBA from the BU School of Management and entered 

marketing and advertising in Boston, MA before joining the Cable Television industry with 
Continental Cablevision (corporate). From 1986 to 2012 he was VP Marketing for Comcast 
(corporate)  in Philadelphia. 

Military and Civic: Mr Sperry is a member of the Naval Order of the United States, Military 

Order of Foreign Wars, Secretary, Society of the War of 1812, PA Society of the Sons of the 
Revolution,  British Officers Club, American Legion, Navy League of Philadelphia, Secretary, 
Seamens’ Church, Philadelphia,  

About History 500.com: History 500.com is a members-only, subscription-based website 

($100 lifetime) with recommendations on roughly 500 books covering the span of American 
history, including the War of 1812 with helpful timelines and links to major historical sites   

Available Lecture Series: Mr Sperry has developed and taught 3 courses available to 

interested students either in person or remotely via internet service provider “Zoom”. 

- World War II – Pacific – 6 classes 
- Korean War – 4 classes 
- War of 1812 – 4 classes 
-  

All courses use PowerPoint and class discussion with selected light reading.  Course 

configuration is variable and may be taught in modules.  All enrolled students receive a free 

lifetime subscription to History 500 (normally $100) 
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